
Sponsored by: Joe Dominick, Mayor 
Gregory Pecoraro, Council President 

RESOLUTION 19-18 
OF THE MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL OF WESTMINSTER, 

AMENDING THE ADOPTED WATER AND 
SEWER ALLOCATION POLICY FOR 2018-2024 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council of Westminster ("the City") owns and operates 

two water supply systems serving the City and the surrounding portions of Carroll County, Maryland; 

and 

WHEREAS, in the past, the City has from time to time experienced drought conditions that 

have adversely affected the availability of the City's water supply and the City has taken significant 

steps to improve its water system capacity; and 

WHEREAS, the City has been working with the Maryland Department of the Environment 

("MOE") to bridge the gap between its water supply and demand during drought conditions; and 

WHEREAS, Section 160-14 and Section 124-22 of the Westminster City Code authorize the 

establishment by Resolution of an Allocation Policy regarding the issuance of water and sewer 

connections, the allocations related to such connections, and all other allocations for any project 

requiring net new water and/or sewer allocations, for properties located in the water and/or sewer 

service areas; and 

WHEREAS, by Resolution R-18-04, the Common Council adopted and the Mayor approved 

the current Water and Sewer Allocation Policy and accompanying Master Distribution Chart; and 

WHEREAS, the adopted Water and Sewer Allocation Policy contemplates revision of the 

Policy and the Master Distribution Chart from time to time upon review and recommendation by the 

Mayor and the Common Council's Economic Development Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Water and Sewer Allocation Policy and Master Distribution Chart were 

amended by Resolution R-18-08, 19-05, and 19-16; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council wish to amend the Water and Sewer Allocation 



Policy further by creating a provision to allow property owners that possess an assigned, 

tentative water and/or sewer allocation to utilize said allocation at a temporary location, subject 

to certain conditions. 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Common Council have determined that the adjustment to the 

Water and Sewer Allocation Policy will serve the community good, provide for fairness, and 

generally promote economic development objectives. 

Section 1. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council 

that the "City of Westminster Water and Sewer Allocations Policy 2018-2024" is amended as set 

forth in Exhibit A hereto. 

Section 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Mayor and Common Council that this 

Resolution shall take effect upon adoption. 

INTRODUCED and ADOPTED this \ \'-Y1- day ~ DffX\\,\:;f/2019 

·~ 
APPROVED this ~ day o~ n'\'r{ )Qu.(12,r\ 2019 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUFFICIENCY 
this 11tlJoday of -1/~~ , 2019. 

Elifun. Levan, City Att~ney 

--
Joe~ = 
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Purpose 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER 
WATER AND SEWER 

ALLOCATIONS POLICY 2018-2024 

The Mayor and Common Council of Westminster and the State of Maryland are stewards of limited public 
resources. The safety and predictability of the water supply and wastewater disposal systems are of the 
utmost value to the entire community, both in the present and future. The City operates a public water 
utility and a public sewerage utility as part of its obligations to serve the community. These systems serve 
the public both inside the City limits and beyond its boundaries. The Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MOE) is the primary regulatory agency for the water and sewerage systems throughout 
Maryland. MOE acts to promote and ensure the public safety of these systems. 

The purpose of water and wastewater allocations, specifically, is to account for anticipated-future, 
regular-daily consumption in conjunction with the permitted property uses of new projects, so that the 
regulatory capacities are not exceeded. Regulatory capacities are critically important, since they are 
designed by MOE to provide adequate safety and backup resources in times of emergency as well as for 
everyday use. The City's allocation policy is specifically designed to comply with the regulatory capacities 
of these public systems to ensure their safety and reliability. 

Approach 

This policy addresses current conditions and desired approaches for water allocations, sewer allocations, 
and the overall process in three sections. The first two sections highlight the unique aspects of each 
resource . The third section establishes a single approach and overall process for allocating those 
resources. The center of the process is the Master Distribution Chart, which is contained in Section Ill. 
The underlying basis for the chart's contents are described in Sections I and II. 

I. WATER ALLOCATIONS 

A. Current Context and Overarching Goal 

The City is currently under a Consent Order with the Maryland Department of the Environment (MOE) 
regarding its water resources. The City may allocate new water for future uses only when permitted 
water is available. Allocatable capacity is determined by MOE. As a result, MOE maintains a running 
count of how much water remains to be allocated by the City. Subdivision approvals and building 
permits for projects that require new water cannot be granted without an allocation that is approved 
by both MOE and the City. 

In order to promote stable growth in the City and to provide a highly predictable development 
environment, the City has chosen to create an allocation system which spreads the amount of water 
to be allocated evenly across a number of years. The goal of this allocation system is to support 
specific public projects, provide for projects that have been waiting for allocations, and maintain a 
public reserve to provide for contingencies as part of good management practice. 
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